
16 February 2026  

To:            Active and retired commissioners and 

                  Active and retired Territorial Commanders 

 

Commissioner Barry Pobjie 

  

Word has been received from the Australia Territory advising of the promotion to Glory on 8 
February 2026 of Commissioner Barry Pobjie. 

  

Barry Pobjie was born on 25 January 1945 and entered the Training College in the then Australia 
Eastern Territory from his home corps of Paddington, as a cadet in the Proclaimers of the Faith 
session. He was commissioned as a Salvation Army officer on 10 January 1966. 

  

Lieutenant Pobjie’s first appointment was in corps ministry at Mudgee/GulgongCorps, where he 
served for one year before his marriage to Lieutenant Ruth Gilbert. Together they served in Roma 
and Toowong Corps before moving to serve in Papua New Guinea (then part of the Australia 
Eastern and Papua New Guinea Territory), where the now Captain Barry Pobjie was appointed as 
CO, Koki Corps and Manager, Koki Welfare Centre. 

  

Returning to Sydney two years later, the captains became corps officers of the Miranda Corps, 
followed by service at the Officer Training College, where Captain Barry Pobjie was appointed 
Field Training Officer. 

  

In January 1978, Captains Pobjie were appointed to the Australia Capital Territory and South 
New South Wales Division, where Captain Barry Pobjie served as Public Relations Director. It 
was whilst serving in this appointment that Captain Ruth Pobjie was suddenly promoted to 
Glory, and Captain Barry Pobjie, with his two small children, returned once again to the Training 
College and to the appointment of Field Training Officer. 

  

In January 1980, Captain Barry Pobjie married Captain Raemor Wilson who joined her husband 
at the Training College where she served as Librarian. 

  

January 1981 brought a divisional appointment, as Divisional Youth Secretary in Sydney Central 
Division, followed by Captain Barry Pobjie’s appointment as Consultant for Church Growth at 
Territorial Headquarters in January 1983. It was here that he received the rank of major in 
January 1985. 

  



A return to the training college came in June 1988, with Major Pobjie’s appointment as Senior 
Training Officer, followed by his appointment as Assistant Principal in June 1990. 

  

January 1991 brought a transfer to the New Zealand, Fiji and Tonga Territory (now also including 
Samoa), where the now Lieut. Colonel Barry Pobjie was appointed Secretary for Field 
Programme, becoming Secretary for Programme in 1995. 

  

In December 1996, Lieut. Colonel Pobjie returned to Australia and to divisional leadership in the 
Paramatta and West New South Wales Division where he served for the next three years. 

  

In September 1999, Lieut. Colonel Pobjie’s appointment as General Secretary to the Russia/CIS 
Command commenced a new experience of life and ministry in Eastern Europe. In October 
2002, he was appointed Officer Commanding of the Eastern Europe Command, followed by his 
appointment as Territorial Commander upon the command being granted territorial status in 
March 2005. This leadership appointment came with the rank of colonel, followed in June 2006 
by the rank of commissioner. 

  

July 2007 saw a further transfer – this time to International Headquarters and Commissioner 
Barry Pobjie’s appointment as International Secretary, SPEA. Two years later, in June 2009,  he 
received the appointment of International Secretary for Europe, and it was from this 
appointment that he retired from active officership-service on 1 September 2010. 

  

We give thanks to God for the life and ministry of Commissioner Barry Pobjie, valuing the 
wisdom and spiritual authenticity that have brought inspiration and encouragement to so many, 
both in his own territory and in each appointment and territory in which he has served. His 
current Territorial Commander, Commissioner Miriam Gluyas has written of Commissioner 
Pobjie, ‘He was definitely a visionary, missional leader, both in Australia and other nations.’ 

  

We offer our condolences and the assurance of our prayers to his wife, Commissioner Raemor 
Pobjie, to their children and to their extended family members. May they know a sense of God’s 
peace and assurance during this time. 

  

Edward Hill 
Commissioner 
Chief of The Staff 

 

Office of the Chief of the Staff 
INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

 


